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Date 



4/13/68 I 



a Mra. RUHK (BESSIE) BREWER Room 2 4221 Smith ifatn 

!ir eet A^^ hlS * TeDncc * 0 «, wbo manages the rooming house at 
5 !u d ^ e “ 3 aod Who has boen Interviewed previously by Aeelta 

1968 arihl^ 1 tf h ° nl h ally contacted tho i«I Office on April 10, 
1968, at which time she requested to be contacted by an FBI Ageit. 

Mrs, BREWER waa contacted by SA FRAKK1 IW I inuwonw 
•nd Lieutenant W. 8. SCHUI.K, Ho-icld/Biroi" p°u« 

Department, at which tine she adviced that ohe w« boglDnihe to 
recoivo wail from Individuals unknown to her. She displayed an 
avelopo postmarked April 7, 1968, at Niagara mis Now Y^rk 
bearing the return address, Mrs. ZUCOO, 518 Ferry Avenue* # 

wilttln r *” y ? rk ' ln Whlch waa lo c*ted a one-page *hand- 
TJlirTr l etter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity 

if J!1 f 4 !f Mrfl * BRBirE « aa operating a -flop hoSse,” the writer 

M buJ h soio t i!Iint" f f r 5 lng Hl ;0 t i° * act that yrs * BRJ5WER should 
cockroaches t g y 8tatlng ' "Vll bet you even have 

Dps \ sccond envelope was postmarked April 7, 1968, at 

Jeithp; J Ch contalned * Printed religious tract 

and neither the envelope nor the tract Identified the sender. 

the occasion of this contact with Mrs BRFWKR 
she furnished the following information: * * 

. , S, *° stated she wanted to point out that she 

h s previously forgotten to advise officers of the 

Be P ar t® , ont and FBI Agents that at the time she 
■»!\ Ann Room . 5 ~ B to a stranger using the name of JOHN 
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there was a small, cheap 
cnost of drawers, blond ln color, in front of the cast 
Th n f?T ° n i he south wall of Room 5-B, whereas after the 
♦ w°? tlng °* Dr# KING And 'when she next saw Room 5-B, 
mt chest of drawers was sitting against the west wall 
or that room and there was a chair sitting in front of 
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hat window. She stated she was pointing this out since 
this would Indicate that the occupant of the roots 
definitely handled this chest of drawers. 

Mrs. BREWER stated that since Interviewed 
previously, she had been trying to think of anything 
else which sight assist In Identifying the guest who 
used the name of JOHN WILMRD. She stated as she has 
dlncuaned the natter with her husband and thought sore 
about it, the one thing which Impressed her soot about 
the appearance of this Individual was the fact that when 
she first cracked open the door to her room after this 
nau knocked, she observed that ho was standing at the 
door with an unusual smile on his face. She went on to 
state that she would describe the smile as a "sneer" or 
a "smirk." She stated that she cannot be sore specific 
other than to state that she wan Impressed by this 
expression on thin nan's face, as though be were trying 
to onile for no roaoon. She stated that she did not 
Interpret the ssile as an effort to be flirtatious. 

She also stated that her initial Impression 
of this nan was that he did not "fit in" with other 
tenants In this rooming house. She pointed out that this 
rooming houso is located in a poorer section of town 
where moat of the tenants are oldtfr people or others 
with limited Income, a number of whom arc alcoholics, 
and this man was clean and neatly dressed, giving the 
impression that he could obtain lodging In nicer 
surroundings. 

Mrs. BREWER at this time attempted to recall 
the words ii3cd by thin person. As she recalls, when she 
went to the door and cracked open the door, leaving the 
chain fastened, the man's first words were, "Do you have 
a room for rent?" She answered in the affirmative and 
asked him whether he wanted a room by the week or by the 
month. lie replied, as nearly as who can recall, by 
stating simply, "By the week." At this point she 
unfastened the chain which secured the partially opened 
dpor and walked directly to Room 8 located in the south 
wpng of this rooming bouse. She stated that the man 
followed her to the room and looked Inside the room but 
nover actually ontored the room, at which time his words. 
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•a nearly as she can recall, were, ‘'fell, I don’t need the 
etove and refrigerator since I won’t be doing any cooking. 

I was thinking sore of a sleeping room." 

At this point lira. BREWER explained that the 
only vacant "s looping room" (or room with no stove and 
refrigerator) which she had In either wing of the 
rooming house was Rooa 5-B In the north wing. She 
thorofore immediately walked from Room 8 In the south 
wing across the enclosed walkway which connects the 
south wing to the north wing of the rooming house, 
and thereafter to Rooa 5-B. Again she walked In front 
of the man. As soon as she opened the door to Rooa 5-B, 
the man Immediately stated that he would take that rooa. 

She then walked to her rooa In the south wing of the • 
building, followed by the unknown Ban, who paid her 
$8.50,a8 outlined previously by her, for the rent of 
Rooa 5-B for one woek In advance. 

Mrs. BREWER stated that Boat of the rooms In 
this rooming house can bo secured only with the use of a 
padlock, and after showing this Individual Room 5-B, she 
removed the padlock from the door and took the padlock 
with hor to her room. She stated It Is necessary that 
tenants put up a deposit if they secure the. padlock, but 
this tenant did not Inquire as to how he could lock the 
door and did not request the padlock and a key. She also 
added that she did not explain to him the method of 
locking the door or that it was necessary that he put up 
a deposit In order to obtain the padlock. 

She stated at this point that she had been 
somewhat unnerved when- she first looked at this man, at 
which time he bad the unusual smile on his face, or 
appeared to bo "sneering" at her, and thereafter she made 
a point of having as little to do with him as possible, 
always walking In front of him and avoiding all 

unnecessary conversation or dealings with him. 

• 

If Mrs. BREWER was asked whether she now feels 

that she could identify this man If she sees him again. ' j 
Bhe stated that she thought she might be able to identify \ 
this man If she sees him again. She stated the man used 
no slang or unusual expressions and she could not associate 
his accent with any particular area, adding he had no 
particular accent. 
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Slio al;<» slated that who is positive she has 



never seen this man before. She pointed out that she has 
only been handling the rental of the rooms at this 
rooming house since March 12 , 1968, however, and she 
would have no way of knowing whether he stayed at this 
rooming house prior to that time. 

She stated that at the time she became the 
landlady at this rooming bouse. Room 5-B was occupied 
by an elderly man by the name of COMMODORE 8T EWART . 

This man was 111 as of March 12, 1968, and she believed 
that It was on March 12, 1968, that he was taken to a 
Memphis hospital. A couple of days later, probably on 
either March 13 or 14, 1968, this man died. The room 
had not been rented from that time until the time the 
stranger using the name of JOHN WILLARD rented this room. 



persona have acted In the capacity of rental agent for 
this rooming house In recent months, Including Mr. 

WYATT MADDOX, who Is now a clerk at the Tri-State Hotel 
located nearby, Mr. MADDOX never having lived In this 
rooming house, however, and apparently having acted as 
rental agent for only a short period of time. Another 
individual who handled the rental of rooms in this 
rooming house was H. R. THOMPSON, an old drunk, according 
to other tenants, who never lived In the rooming house. 
One other rental agent at this rooming house prior to 
tho time Mrs. BREWER assumed these duties was W, V. 
8AMM0NS, who she understands Is now at the Madison Hotel 
in Memphis. She Is sure that Mr. SAMMONS was the rental 
agent In January 1968, based on copies of receipts In 
her receipt book. She recalled that Mr. SAMMONS stabbed 
his wife while he was rental agent at this rooming house 
and the mattor received publicity. 



of rooms in this rooulug house are more or less permanent 
tenauts, although she does occasionally rent a vacant 
room to transients for only one night. 



Mrs. BREWER advised that there are 10 separate 



apartments or rooms in the south wing of this rooming 
house and six soparate apartments or rooms in the north 
wing. The six rooms in the north wing are referred to as 
2— B, etc., whereas tho rooms in the south wing have 



She understands that a number of different 



Mrs. BREWER advised that most of the occupants 
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Boob 6 - Vacant, Man by the name of SAMUEL WILSON. 

who «b* understand.** had boon a tenant for 
r.oicral months, vacated thin rooa on 
April 3, 1968. 

Room 7 - Occupied liy FRANK M. MAnJLEJf, an elderly 
wan who in a chronic alcoholic, who was 
also drunk and in bln room «n of the time 
of the- r.hoot J.i*g . She Ktated that HARLEY 
did nof in**** out of fell? r oo:a around the 

time of the i;U<v>fcfeg. 

Room R - Vncant. (Thin it* the* rv*o» which Vxo. 

Fifl KJ7RR f i Jv« 1 sheared to the man mlui r the 
name .TO) in WX LIARD.) 

Rooa 9 - Occupied by DAKO);* CARTER, a won 55 to 60 
year;* of »gr , utv!'wpI.oycd, who receives 
wo3fa»r> i.*b/:rjcfi and who ban a physical 
iff 11c t.lon. (She Ktatrd one of his hands 
i» di tfm m-Ml or "drawn up.") She k La ted 
thin man ;»lr;o drlnkr. con:* Adorably. She 
does not believe he was homo at the time 
of tlw* rhootii/g. 

Room 10 - Occupied by LEONARD EATON, ago 60 to 65, 
who she understand? t»* be a long-time 
real dent at this rootling house. who reportedly 
formerly worked on a river boat. She at a ted 
It In her Imp* can ion that he wan In his 
I'or/TD asleep at the time of the shooting 
and that. )*.•• too been drinking. 

NORTH RING : 

(Rooms on north wieg arc Mir-bored 1-IJ through 6 *1J, 
reading from went to *:» if, doerrs ha v log numbers 

have numerals only or* (ft* n, but nil o.t. l tenants 
understand that the f»t "jt M r<vf ers to the 

moms in the north ring.) 

•} . Room 1-B - (located wwst of a north-south hallway 
which cftiuuntt; i.u an (h<;1w«.h 1 walkway 
connect. J rn tin* two wings of the rooming 
bonce) Occupied by Mrs. JESSIE I.. LEOIJETTER, 
a wrldu.’r tf!i« r.ho understands ha n resided at 
ibis addrecn for rotsc A to 1 0 years. Mrs. 
i^EPUETrm )/:J 1 deaf write. 
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Hoorn 2-B - Vacant. 
Room 3-B - Vacant. 



Room 4-B - 



Room 5-B - 



Room 6-B - 



Occupied by WILLIS ANGHUTZ, employed at 
Duvall Transfer Company. Mrs. BREWER 
later learned that Mr. ANCHUTZ 
reportedly sav the man running down the 
hall following the shooting and had some 
conversation with him. . 

Room occupied by the man using name 
JOHN VIlJaARD and which room hn d not 
been rented slnco former tenant. 

COMMODORE STEWART, died about March 13 
or 14, 1968. 

Occupied by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS. 
Mr . STEPHENS Is an unemployed tuberculosis 
patient and his wife Is presently confined 
to her bed. 
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